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THE BANK STATEMENT.

Comparative Resources and  Liabill
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BUILDING ASSOCIATIONS.
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WEIK IN DEEP WATER.
Author of ""Life of Lincoln™ Indicted for Forgery.

Prominent Republican Politician of Greencastle Impersonates an Officer
and Forged Postmaster General Smith’s Name to Bogus Credentials

INDIANAPOLLIS, Nov. 22—The federal grand jury to-day returned four
indictments against Jesse Weik, of Greencastle, a prominent republican
politician, and one of the authors of Herndon & Weik's "Life of Lincoln."

In the first three counts Weik is charged with defrauding railroad companies by
impersonating a United States officer, each count being for a separate offense.

The fourth count is the most serious, however, and charges him with forging the
name of Postmaster General Charles Emory Smith to the credentials as a
postoffice inspector, which he used in defrauding the railroad companies.

Weik was a postoffice inspector for several years, during Harrison’s
administration. His first credentials as an inspector were issued Jan. 1, 1891,
and were signed by John Wanamaker, postmaster general. These credentials are
used by the inspectors in their trips about the country, and Weik, it is said,
continued to use his after he left the government service in 1894.

Some time ago it was reported to the government officials that Weik was using
such a pass, and Inspector Owen was put on the case. He discovered Weik in
the very act of offering the pass to a conductor on the Terre Haute &
Indianapolis. The inspector spoke to the conductor of the train, asking him to
secure the credentials, but Weik, whose suspicions were aroused, jumped from
the train while it was moving quite rapidly, in an effort to escape and was
seriously injured.

The credentials which he had offered to the conductor could not be found at that
time and the only charge that could be placed against him was that of
impersonating an officer.

The credentials were found by a section hand in a cattle guard into which Weik
had thrown them, near where he jumped from the train.

The pass was brought to District Attorney Wishard, where it was discovered that
it bore the name of the present postmaster general, and the additional charge of
forgery was placed against Weik.
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CLINES TO REMOVE HIM.

AFTER FIVE MONTHS' BLUSTER
THE GOVERNDR HEDGES AND
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Stockholder in the lee Trust, is
Not Technically Guilty of Any
Violation of the Law-—-Reasons
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